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57 ABSTRACT

A badge mounting system for a vehicle interior includes a
badge plate and an emblem or badge comprised of raised
lettering or a design that is formed integrally on the badge
plate. A trim panel includes inner and outer surfaces and a
badge relief section formed integrally on the trim panel. The
badge relief section is defined by letter shaped apertures. The
badge plate is coupled to the inner surface of the trim panel
and the emblem is received in the badge relief section in
assembly. The badge plate is rear loaded to the trim panel and
the system may include more than one badge plate. In assem-
bly, a portion of the badge extends outwardly from the outer
surface of the trim panel through the badge relief section.

16 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
REAR LOADED INTERIOR BADGE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a mounting sys-
tem for an interior badge, and more specifically, to a mounting
system for a rear loaded interior badge for use in a vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Commonly, front loaded badge mounting systems have
been used in many industries, especially in the automotive
industry for exterior badge applications. For vehicle interiors,
however, the adhesive of these front loaded badges on painted
plastics have proven to be less durable or robust than desired.
The present invention provides a rear loaded badge mounting
system which includes reinforcement features for lettering
used in the badge, thereby providing the proper aesthetic and
part durability desired in a badge display.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the present invention includes a badge
mounting system for a vehicle interior having a trim panel
with inner and outer surfaces and letter shaped apertures
disposed through a body portion of the trim panel. One or
more badge plates are rear loaded to the inner surface of the
trim panel and include raised lettering defining a badge. The
badge is received in the letter shaped apertures of the trim
panel in assembly.

Another aspect of the present invention includes a badge
mounting system for a vehicle interior having a badge plate
and an emblem comprised of raised lettering formed inte-
grally on the badge plate. A trim panel includes inner and
outer surfaces and a badge relief section formed integrally on
the trim panel. The badge relief section is defined by letter
shaped apertures. The badge plate is coupled to the inner
surface of the trim panel and the emblem is received in the
badge relief section in assembly.

Yet another aspect of the present invention includes a
badge mounting system for a vehicle interior having a badge
plate with a backing portion and a raised badge portion inte-
grally formed on the backing portion. A trim panel includes
inner and outer surfaces and a badge relief section integrally
formed through the trim panel. The badge relief section has a
complementary configuration to the raised badge portion, and
is configured to receive the raised badge portion when the
badge plate is coupled to the inner surface of the trim panel.

These and other aspects, objects, and features of the
present invention will be understood and appreciated by those
skilled in the art upon studying the following specification,
claims, and appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a trim panel in first and
second badge plates;

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the trim panel of FIG.
1

FIG. 3A is a rear perspective view of the first and second
badge plates of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3B is a fragmentary view of the rear side of the trim
panel of FIG. 2 taken at location I1IB;

FIG. 3C is a cross-sectional view of the trim panel taken at
line IIIC of FIG. 3B;
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FIGS. 3D-3F are cross-sectional views of the trim panel of
FIG. 3C in a coupled arrangement with different embodi-
ments of a badge plate; and

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a vehicle interior showing
the trim panel with the first and second badge plates installed
in a dashboard.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

For purposes of description herein, the terms “upper,”
“lower,” “right,” “left,” “rear,” “front,” “vertical,” “horizon-
tal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the visor and light-
ing assembly as oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be
understood that the invention may assume various alternative
orientations, except where expressly specified to the contrary.
It is also to be understood that the specific devices and pro-
cesses illustrated in the attached drawings, and described in
the following specification are simply exemplary embodi-
ments of the inventive concepts defined in the appended
claims. Hence, specific dimensions and other physical char-
acteristics relating to the embodiments disclosed herein are
not to be considered as limiting, unless the claims expressly
state otherwise.

Referring now to FIG. 1, the reference numeral 10 gener-
ally designates a badge mounting system which includes a
trim panel 12 and first and second badge plates 14, 16. The
trim panel 12 is a decorative panel which includes an outer
surface or A-side 18 at an inner surface or B-side 19. The trim
panel 12 may be substantially planar, or may be curved to fit
a configuration of a vehicle dashboard. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, the A-side 18 includes a number of outer
surface sections 20, 22, 24 and 26 which may be comprised of
various materials to provide a decorative appearance to the
trim panel 12. For example, upper surface 20 may include a
polymeric skin having an embossed pattern configured to
resemble a leather covering. Surface sections 22, 26 may be
polymeric surfaces that have an embossed pattern, or perhaps
a piano black finish with surface section 24 being a chrome-
plated surface disposed therebetween. One of ordinary skill in
the art will appreciate that several different variations can be
used for the surface sections 20-26 to form any variety of
decorative configurations for the A-side or outer surface 18 of
trim panel 12. As further shown in FIG. 1, the trim panel 12 is
a substantially planar trim panel which includes a series of
individual letter shaped apertures 30a-30g, which are dis-
posed through a body portion 28 of the trim panel 12. The
body portion 28 of the trim panel 12 defines a thickness
thereof, through which the series of individual letter shaped
apertures 30a-30g are disposed through. The series of indi-
vidual letter shaped apertures 30a-30g define a badge relief
section 32, such that the trim panel 12 defines a female side
10A of the badge mounting system 10. As further shown in
FIG. 1, the badge relief section 32 defines a letter shaped
aperture arrangement corresponding to the lettering
RESERVE. While the trim panel 12 includes a badge relief
section 32 with individual letter shaped apertures 30a-30g
spelling out the word RESERVE in negative space, it is con-
templated that any arrangement of letter shaped apertures can
be used with the present invention for providing a female side
of'a badge mounting system. In FIG. 1, the individual letter
shaped apertures 30a-30g correspond to the following letters
30a (R); 305 (E); 30c (S); 304 (E); 30c (R); 30/ (V); 30g (E).

Referring again to FIG. 1, the first and second badge plates
14, 16 are shown exploded away from trim panel 12. Each
badge plate 14, 16 includes a generally planar backing portion
38 having a plurality of individual letters 40a-40g which
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define letter shaped protrusions or raised lettering extending
outwardly from the planar backing portion 38. The backing
portion 38 of the badge plates 14, 16 includes an abutment
surface 38a and a rear surface 384. As shown, the plurality of
individual letters 40a-40g extending outwardly from the
abutment surface 38a of the generally planar backing portion
38 to define a badge 42 to be horizontally received in the
badge relief section 32 of the trim panel 12 along the path
indicated by dotted line A. In this way, the first and second
badge plates 14, 16 are rear loaded to the inner surface 19 of
the trim panel 12 of the female side 10A of the badge mount-
ing system 10, such that the first and second badge plates 14,
16 define a male side 10B to the badge mounting system 10.
As further shown in FIG. 1, the badge 42 comprises the
individual letters 40a-40g which define raised lettering spell-
ing the term RESERVE, such that the badge 42 is configured
to closely fit within the badge relief section 32 of the trim
panel 12. In FIG. 1, the individual letter shaped apertures
40a-40g correspond to the following letters 40a (R); 405 (E);
40¢ (S); 40d (E); 40¢ (R); 401 (V); 40g (E), with “RES” on
badge plate 14, and “ERVE” on badge plate 16. Thus, the
badge 42 defines a raised badge portion of badge plates 14, 16
having alphanumeric indicia configured in an emblem. While
the first and second badge plates 14, 16 shown in FIG. 1 have
raised alphanumeric indicia, it is contemplated that the badge
plates 14, 16 may be used to carry a design or symbol for
display in a vehicle interior. While the first and second badge
plates 14, 16 shown in FIG. 1 are individual and separate
plates, it is contemplated that a unitary plate can be used with
the present invention without departing from the spirit of the
invention. In such an embodiment, a singular badge plate
would include a generally planar body portion having letter-
ing raised therefrom which is adapted to fit into the corre-
sponding badge relief section of a trim panel.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the first and second badge plates
14, 16 cach include mounting apertures 44 which are dis-
posed above and below the badge 42. Further, vertical locat-
ing notches 46 are disposed above and below the badge 42,
while horizontal locating notches 48 are disposed on right and
left sides of the badge 42. The mounting apertures 44 and
locating notches 46, 48 define locating features which are
used to properly position the first and second badge plates 14,
16 in proper alignment with the trim panel 12 in assembly.
These locating features 44, 46, 48 provide for quick position-
ing of the badge plates 14, 16 on trim panel 12. These locating
features 44, 46, 48 provide a positive locating arrangement
with associated locating features disposed on the trim panel
12 as further described below. Such locating features are
important when the individual letters 40a-40g are configured
to closely fit within the letter shaped apertures 30a-30g of the
trim panel 12. While the individual letters 40a-40g are
described as “individual”, it is contemplated that a scroll-type
font can be employed for providing a badge with continuous
and interconnected lettering on the male side 10B of the
badge mounting system 10. Further, as used herein, the terms
“badge” and “emblem” describe a display which includes a
term that is relative to the vehicle in which the badge or
emblem is disposed. As such, the lettering can convey a name
for the car, the manufacturer of the car, a model of the car, or
any other like information for which an interior design team
believes to be suitable for display within a vehicle interior.

Referring now to FIG. 2, the B-side or inner surface 19 of
trim panel 12 is shown having the badge relief section 32
disposed therethrough. The B-side or inner surface 19 is also
a generally planar side having vertical locating tabs 50
extending outwardly therefrom. The vertical locating tabs 50
are disposed above and below the badge relief section 32 in
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the embodiment shown in FIG. 2. As further shown in FIG. 2,
horizontal locating tabs 52 are disposed on opposite ends of
the badge relief section 32. In assembly, the locating tabs 50,
52 are associated with the locating notches 46, 48 of the first
and second badge plates 14, 16, such that the locating tabs 50,
52 cooperate with the locating notches 46, 48 to properly
place the first and second badge plates 14, 16 on the inner
surface 19 of the trim panel 12. As further shown in FIG. 2,
intermediate locating tabs 54 are disposed within the badge
relief section 32 between letter relief sections 30e, 304 and
304, 30c. Thus, it is contemplated that intermediate locating
tabs, such as intermediate locating tabs 54, can be placed
along the badge relief section 32 for aid in locating the first
and second badge plates 14, 16 to the trim panel 12.
Referring againto FIG. 2, a plurality of mounting bosses 60
are shown as being raised from the generally planar inner
surface 19 of trim panel 12. In assembly, the mounting bosses
60 are adapted to be received in the mounting apertures 44
disposed on the first and second badge plates 14, 16. It is
contemplated that the mounting bosses 60 can be frictionally
fit within the mounting apertures 44 of the first and second
badge plates 14, 16, such that as received therein, the mount-
ing pegs 60 will positively retain the mounting plates 14, 16
on the trim panel 12. As the mounting plates 14, 16 are loaded
from the B-side or inner surface 19 of the trim panel 12, the
badge mounting system 10, as shown in FIG. 1, is a rear
loaded badge mounting system. The mounting bosses 60 are
generally tubular members that can be used to couple the trim
panel 12 to the pins or fasteners disposed on dashboard struc-
tural reinforcements. As further shown in FIG. 2, reinforce-
ment members 62 in the form of outwardly extending tabs or
ribs are disposed at various locations within the badge relief
section 32 for reinforcing portions of the badge relief section
32 that may be prone to breakage or misalignment in assem-
bly. In this way, the reinforcement members 62 provide for
specific portions of the individual letter shaped apertures
30a-30g to have sufficient support necessary to function
properly in assembly as shown in particular with individual
letter shaped apertures 3056, 304, and 30g which include relief
portions having a general E-shaped cutout image, as well as
30¢ which includes a relief portion having a generally
S-shaped cutout image. The reinforcement members 62 are
generally comprised of integrally molded plastic ribs which
extend approximately 5 mm or less outwardly from the inner
surface 19 ofthe trim panel 12. The coupling of the trim panel
12 and first and second badge plates 14, 16 is further
described below with reference to FIGS. 3A-3C, wherein the
positioning of the reinforcement members 62 is better shown.
Referring now to FIG. 3A, the first and second badge plates
14, 16 are shown from the rear surface 385 of the backing
portion 38. The mounting apertures 44, vertical locating
notches 46 and horizontal locating notches 48 are shown
disposed through the backing portion 38. As further shown in
the embodiment of FIG. 3A, horizontal locating notches 48a
are also disposed through the backing portion 38 and are
adapted to receive the intermediate locating tabs 54 in assem-
bly. As noted above, the intermediate locating tabs 54 can be
placed along the badge relief section 32 of the trim panel 12
for aiding in locating the first and second badge plates 14, 16
to the inner surface 19 of the trim panel 12. As further shown
in the embodiment of FIG. 3A, reinforcement apertures 70,
72 are also horizontally disposed through the backing portion
38 and are adapted to receive the outwardly extending rein-
forcement members 62 of the trim panel 12 in assembly. The
reinforcement apertures 70, 72 and reinforcement members
62 are configured on the trim panel 12 and badge plates 14,
16, respectively, to reinforce specific portions of the badge 42
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and relief section 32. Particularly, in the embodiment of FIG.
1, lettering flange portions 31, 33 are incorporated into the
image cutouts 305, 304, and 30g which include relief portions
having a general E-shaped cutout image, as well as 30¢ which
includes a relief portion having a generally S-shaped cutout
image. The lettering flange portions 31, 33 define flanges
which are relatively susceptible to breakage given the overall
configuration of the relief sections or image cutouts associ-
ated with particular letters. In this case, the image cutouts for
E-shaped and S-shaped letters make for lettering flange por-
tions 31, 33, however, it is contemplated that any image
cutout could include a lettering flange portion that needs extra
support for improved durability. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 1, it is contemplated that the lettering flange portions 31,
32 may be 2 mm or less in thickness.

Referring now to FIG. 3B, E-shaped aperture 305 is shown
having upper and lower lettering flange portions 31, 33. Out-
wardly extending from the lettering flange portions 31, 33 are
reinforcement members 62 which, as noted above, are
adapted to reinforce the upper and lower lettering flange
portions 31, 33 in assembly. In FIG. 3B, E-shaped aperture
306 of trim panel 12 is exemplified, however, it is contem-
plated that any letter shaped aperture resulting in a lettering
flange portion may be used to demonstrate the functionality
of the reinforcement members 62. In a cross-sectional view
shown in FIG. 3C, E-shaped aperture 305 is shown having
three cutout portions corresponding to the overall configura-
tion necessary to receive the raised letter “E” 4056 shown in
FIG. 1. In FIG. 3C, the reinforcement members 62 are shown
extending outwardly approximately 5 mm from the lettering
flange portions 31, 33 with a thickness of about 1 mm. Thus,
for the letters “E” and “S”, as used with the present badge
mounting system 10, the reinforcement members 62 rein-
force the structure from behind the lettering flange portions
31, 33 also for plastic moldflow reasons. Without the support
provided by the reinforcement members 62, the lettering
flange portions 31, 33 would likely warp or otherwise become
misaligned and therefore would not deliver the craftsmanship
required for the badge mounting system 10.

Referring now to FIG. 3D, badge plate 14 is coupled to the
trim panel 12 at raised lettering 405 and letter shaped aperture
3056 respectively. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3D, it is
clear that the badge plate 14 is rear loaded to the trim panel 12,
such that the badge plate 14 defines a male side 10B to the
female side 10A of the trim panel 12 of the badge mounting
system 10. As further shown in FIG. 3D, abutment surface
38a of backing portion 38 of badge plate 14 abuts inner
surface 19 of the trim panel 12 in assembly. This abutment is
shown at the upper and lower lettering flange portions 31, 33
as well. The reinforcement members 62 of the trim panel 12
are shown extending through the reinforcement apertures 70,
72 disposed through the badge plate 14. Thus, in assembly,
the reinforcement apertures 70, 72 are disposed adjacent to
the lettering flange portions 31, 33 for receiving the reinforce-
ment members 62 therethrough. As further shown in FIG. 3D,
the raised lettering 404 for the letter “E” includes distal end
portions 41 which are configured in assembly to extend
beyond the outer surface 18 of the trim panel 12. In this way,
the distal end portions 41 are proud or outboard of the outer
surface 18 of the trim panel 12 which, in this embodiment, is
deemed to be an approximate 2 mm extension from the outer
surface 18 of the trim panel 12. In this way, the distal end
portions 41 provide a 3-D effect to the badge 42 as received in
the trim panel 12. It is further contemplated that the distal end
portions 41 may be flush, or substantially flush, with the outer
surface 18 of the trim panel 12 as shown in FIG. 3E, or the
distal end portions 41 may be recessed relative to the outer
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surface 18 of the trim panel 12, as shown in FIG. 3F, for
providing any number of desired effects for the overall badge
configuration.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a vehicle interior 80 is shown
having a dashboard 82, a center console 84 and a glove box
86. Disposed above the glove box 86, trim panel 12 is dis-
posed on the dashboard 82 with the badge 42 raised outwardly
from badge relief section 32, such that, in this embodiment,
the lettering of the badge 42 provides a 3-D effect for the word
RESERVE extending outwardly from the outer surface 18 of
the trim panel 12. In accordance with the present invention, it
is contemplated that the badge plates 14, 16 and trim panel 12
can have different textures or colorations to emphasize the
badge 42 as disposed on the dashboard 82. For example, the
raised lettering 40a-40g of badge 42 can be plated with simu-
lated chrome to highlight the lettering RESERVE on a black
trim panel 12. Other such color schemes and texture varia-
tions are contemplated for use with the present invention for
providing a desired effect for the badge mounting system 10
of the present invention.

It will also be understood by one having ordinary skill in
the art that construction of the described invention and other
components is not limited to any specific material. Other
exemplary embodiments of the invention disclosed herein
may be formed from a wide variety of materials, unless
described otherwise herein.

For purposes of this disclosure, the term “coupled” (in all
of'its forms, couple, coupling, coupled, etc.) generally means
the joining of two components (electrical or mechanical)
directly or indirectly to one another. Such joining may be
stationary in nature or movable in nature. Such joining may be
achieved with the two components (electrical or mechanical)
and any additional intermediate members being integrally
formed as a single unitary body with one another or with the
two components. Such joining may be permanent in nature or
may be removable or releasable in nature unless otherwise
stated.

It is also important to note that the construction and
arrangement of the elements of the invention as shown in the
exemplary embodiments is illustrative only. Although only a
few embodiments of the present innovations have been
described in detail in this disclosure, those skilled in the art
who receive this disclosure will readily appreciate that many
modifications are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, dimen-
sions, structures, shapes and proportions of the various ele-
ments, values of parameters, mounting arrangements, use of
materials, colors, orientations, etc.) without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
subject matter recited. For example, elements shown as inte-
grally formed, the operation of the interfaces may be reversed
or otherwise varied, the length or width of the structures
and/or members or connector or other elements of the system
may be varied, the nature or number of adjustment positions
provided between the elements may be varied. It should be
noted that the elements and/or assemblies of the system may
be constructed from any of a wide variety of materials that
provide sufficient strength or durability, in any of a wide
variety of colors, textures, and combinations. Accordingly, all
such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the present innovations. Other substitutions, modi-
fications, changes, and omissions may be made in the design,
operating conditions, and arrangement of the desired and
other exemplary embodiments without departing from the
spirit of the present innovations.

It will be understood that any described processes or steps
within described processes may be combined with other dis-
closed processes or steps to form structures within the scope
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of the present invention. The exemplary structures and pro-
cesses disclosed herein are for illustrative purposes and are
not to be construed as limiting.

Itis also to be understood that variations and modifications
can be made on the aforementioned structures and methods
without departing from the concepts of the present invention,
and further it is to be understood that such concepts are
intended to be covered by the following claims unless these
claims by their language expressly state otherwise.

What is claimed is:

1. A badge mounting system for a vehicle interior, com-
prising:

a trim panel having inner and outer surfaces;

letter shaped apertures disposed through a body portion of

the trim panel;

one or more badge plates having raised lettering outwardly

extending from a backing portion of the one or more
badge plates to define a badge, wherein the one or more
badge plates are rear loaded to the inner surface of the
trim panel, such that the badge is received in the letter
shaped apertures of the trim panel;

a plurality of mounting bosses disposed on the inner sur-

face of the trim panel; and

a plurality of mounting apertures disposed on the backing

portion of the one or more badge plates, wherein each
mounting boss of the plurality of mounting bosses is
received in a corresponding mounting aperture of the
plurality of mounting apertures in assembly.

2. The badge mounting system of claim 1, wherein the
backing portion of the one or more badge plates includes an
abutment surface configured to abut the inner surface of the
trim panel in assembly.

3. The badge mounting system of claim 1, further compris-
ing:

aplurality of locating tabs disposed on the inner surface of

the trim panel, the locating tabs extending outwardly
from the inner surface; and

a plurality of locating notches disposed on the backing

portion of the one or more badge plates, wherein each
locating tab of the plurality oflocating tabs is received in
a corresponding locating notch of the plurality of locat-
ing notches in assembly.

4. The badge mounting system of claim 1, wherein the
raised lettering comprises individual letters having distal
edge portions.

5. The badge mounting system of claim 4, wherein the
distal edge portions of the raised lettering extend beyond the
outer surface of the trim panel in assembly.

6. The badge mounting system of claim 4, wherein the
distal edge portions of the raised lettering are flush with the
outer surface of the trim panel in assembly.

7. The badge mounting system of claim 4, wherein the
distal edge portions of the raised lettering are recessed rela-
tive to the outer surface of the trim panel in assembly.

8. A badge mounting system for a vehicle interior, com-
prising:

a badge plate;

an emblem comprised of raised lettering formed integrally

on the badge plate;

a trim panel having inner and outer surfaces;

a badge relief section formed integrally on the trim panel

and defined by letter shaped apertures, wherein the
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badge plate is coupled to the inner surface of the trim
panel and the emblem is received in the badge relief
section;

a plurality of locating tabs disposed on the inner surface of
the trim panel, the locating tabs extending outwardly
from the inner surface; and

a plurality of locating notches disposed through the badge
plate, wherein each locating tab of the plurality of locat-
ing tabs is received in a corresponding locating notch of
the plurality of locating notches in assembly.

9. The badge mounting system of claim 8, wherein the
raised lettering comprises individual letters having distal
edge portions.

10. The badge mounting system of claim 9, wherein the
letter shaped apertures comprise cutout images of individual
letters, the cutout images being complementary to the indi-
vidual letters of the raised lettering, such that the individual
letters are closely received in the badge relief section.

11. The badge mounting system of claim 10, wherein the
distal edge portions of the individual letters extend beyond
the outer surface of the trim panel in assembly.

12. The badge mounting system of claim 9, wherein the
cutout images of individual letters define one or more letter-
ing flange portions disposed within the badge relief section.

13. The badge mounting system of claim 12, further com-
prising:

one or more reinforcement members disposed adjacent to
the one or more lettering flange portions, the one or more
reinforcement members extending outwardly from the
inner surface of the trim panel; and

one or more reinforcement apertures disposed through the
badge plate, the one or more reinforcement apertures
configured to receive the one or more reinforcement
members in assembly.

14. A badge mounting system for a vehicle interior, com-

prising:

a badge plate having a backing portion with a raised badge
portion integrally formed thereon;

a trim panel having inner and outer surfaces;

a badge relief section integrally formed through the trim
panel having a complementary configuration to the
raised badge portion, and further configured to receive
the raised badge portion when the badge plate is coupled
to the inner surface of the trim panel;

a plurality of mounting bosses disposed on the inner sur-
face of the trim panel; and

a plurality of mounting apertures disposed on the badge
plate, wherein each mounting boss of the plurality of
mounting bosses is received in a corresponding mount-
ing aperture of the plurality of mounting apertures in
assembly.

15. The badge mounting system of claim 14, wherein the
raised badge portion comprises alphanumeric indicia having
distal edge portions.

16. The badge mounting system of claim 15, wherein
alphanumeric indicia are closely received in the badge relief
section, and further wherein the distal edge portions extend
outwardly beyond the outer surface of the trim panel in
assembly.



